
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
What a wonderful day close to half our club 

membership enjoyed at Gabbys in Berry on Friday 13
th
 

July for our Yulefest lunch. There was postcard perfect 

weather all the way down and back, with a pleasant 

morning tea stop at the Kiama Blowhole and a stroll 

through historic Berry town before lunch. At Gabbys, 

the tables were set all Christmassy, with bon-bons and 

tinsel, the three course meal was delicious and 

generous, and the musical entertainment was excellent 

and – did I say? – Christmassy while the dance floor 

was grooving. Even Santa was there handing out 

goodies. So sorry the other half couldn’t make it. 

Maybe next year? 

 

I think the new greeters’ roster is working well, giving 

people a chance to meet more of their fellow members. 

One thing we can ask the greeters to do, on top of their 

normal ‘duties’, is to specially welcome any visitors, 

ask them to sign the Visitors’ Book, and if they arrive 

alone without a Probus friend already there, try to steer 

them towards another member (or couple) to help them 

feel welcome and start getting to know people. This is 

important because if they are visiting with a view to 

becoming a member and when the time comes and 

they rise to the top of the waiting list and are invited to 

apply for membership, they will need two members to 

nominate and second their application. Members 

should not nominate ‘strangers’. It is important that the 

nominator and seconder know the applicant (or at least 

be reasonably familiar with them) and able to stand 

with the applicant, introduce and recommend them to 

the club at the induction ceremony. In the same vein, 

visitors who are hoping to become members need to 

make the effort to get to know some members who will 

feel comfortable to nominate and stand up with them. 

So please make an effort to welcome our visitors and 

get to know them, and them you. 

 

I had the pleasure in July to be the guest speaker at the 

Picton Combined Probus Club (speaking on 

Astronomy, what else?) There were about 60 people 

there, their average attendance I gathered. It was 

interesting to observe another Club’s meeting from the 

‘other side’. Over discussion at lunch, I was again 

encouraged to realise we are a very busy club and most 

fortunate to have the number of members we do who 
are prepared to organise our wide variety of activity 

groups. Not all clubs are that lucky. Let’s make the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

most of that enthusiasm. Like the old saying goes – if 

you don’t use it, you lose it. 

Happy Probusing, 

Bob Bee 

 
 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 2012/2013 

 
PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

V. PRESIDENT Joyce Reilly  46511431 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Toni Jones  0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO Dorothy Fogarty  86249314 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  4626 6961 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  86249314 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

 Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

  Ronald Crawford  46477825 

  Tony Wolf  0466962867 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

  Ken Starkey  46255253 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

 

MEET and GREET: 

Friday, 3
rd

 August:  Paul and Sharon Brett 

Friday, 7
th

 Sept:  Jim Burke & Kevin Burrows 
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MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone before the meeting. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER this month will be Christine 

Crooks speaking on stroke recovery. 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Sue Alcock, Brian Ball, Fay Bowen, Kevin Burrows, 

Colette Keyworth, Malcolm McKenzie, Mary Michel, 

Jim Mossman, George Selway, Tony Wolf 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS 
 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

‘Atonement’ by Ian McEwan was the book under 

discussion at our last meeting.  It had something to 

appeal to everyone.  There was romance, social 

history, war and treachery.  We all enjoyed it and look 

forward to reading more of his books.  At our next 

meeting on August 20
th
 we will again be sharing our 

thoughts and recommendations (or not) about our own 

choice of reading matter. 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

The next card night will be held at the Glen Alpine 

Casino on Friday, 31
st
 August commencing 7.30pm. 

Contact Ken and Brenda Starkey 4625 5253 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

All members are continuing to develop their skills and 

are surprising themselves with the results they are 

achieving.  This month on Tuesday, 7
th
 August, we 

will be starting on our Christmas cards as well as 

thinking about our contribution to the club’s 

exhibition. 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

We are still working on the project we started last 

month.  The craft group is having fun working and 

talking at the same time. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 1
st
 August 

(Horses birthday) and on Wednesday, 15
th

 August at 

1.30pm 

 

Art Appreciation – Franciose Kirkland 

I attended the Campbelltown Probus Club monthly 

meeting last Wednesday and was given some time to 

address the audience.  The response to our offer for 

their members to join the Art Group was very well 

received and a few people seemed genuinely 

interested. 

 

Art and Craft Exhibition: 

The library room has been booked for Friday, 28
th
 

September from 12midday to 4.30pm.  I have placed 

an advertisement in the Advertiser, but there is no 

guarantee if and when it will be in the paper, 

depending on space. 

 

I spoke with Noel Drayton who looks after the 

Campbelltown Probus newsletter and he agreed to put 

something about our exhibition in the next newsletter.  

I will also contact the Leumeah Probus Club to do the 

same if they agree. 

       

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Our trip to the Auburn Botanic Gardens was cancelled 

due to the downpour the night before.  Our next trip is 

to Mt Wilson and that will be an 8am start.  We went 

to Mt. Wilson in the rain 2 years ago and got some 

magnificent photos.  The cost was between $5 and 

$10/garden so we will probably go to 2 or 3 this time.  

If you would like to join us then please let me know so 

the car pool can be organised.  We will take morning 

tea and have a picnic lunch. 

 

While in Europe, Ros and I visited Floriade in the 

Netherlands – it was an Expo -  more like a huge ABC 

Gardening Show rather than Bowral tulips or Canberra 

Floriade.  It wasn’t what we expected but it was 

wonderful just the same, and the price of plants and 

bulbs made me so envious.  The only tulips we saw 

were wooden ones for sale! 

 

VALE – Jack Sheppard 
(29.7.1927 – 25.7.2012) 

 

Sadly, Jack lost his battle with cancer last week.  

He had not been a Probus member for long, but he 

enjoyed the guest speakers and meetings very 

much.  He also enjoyed the day trips and lunch at 

Studley Park. 

 

He was involved in lapidiary for over 30 years and 

loved going on fossicking trips. 

 

Jack attended Holy Trinity Church at Liverpool 

south for 30 years or more.  He will be sadly 

missed by his family and friends. 

    Clarice Stretch 

mailto:secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au


Photography – Ros Hodgins 

Happy Snappers have had a rest while I have been 

away, so get ready for plenty of activity.  We need 

some photographs for presentation at the Art & Craft 

Show.  Our next meeting on Friday 10
th
 August will be 

in the Activity Centre at 10am with topics as per 

program.  Get your ideas  ready for our contribution to 

the Show. 

 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

 

Wednesday, 8
th
 August Doyles Seafood Restaurant  

Cost $28.60 per person.  Lunch at 12.30pm includes 

chowder, fish and chips, glass of wine, tea/coffee.  For 

cancellations a 48 hour notice is required, if not a 

penalty of $25 per person will be charged. 

 

Wednesday, 26
th
 September Cricket Ground Walk  

Thursday, 11
th
 October Kurnell National Park Walk 

including whale watching 

Thursday, 22
nd

 November Jewish Museum 

Friday, 14
th
 December Probus Christmas Party 

 

Box Vale Mine Report – Robert Keyworth 

A group of 16 intrepid walkers travelled down to 

Welby, just south of Mittagong, for the 4.5Km return 

walk along the route of the now unused Mittagong 

Coal Mining Company rail line.  Most of us left from 

Narellan Library and took the picturesque drive via 

Douglas Park and then the M5 to meet up at the 

Mittagong Information Centre with another group who 

had travelled direct.  

 

After a quick pit-stop at the centre and another at Big 

W for a couple of people who needed gloves, beanies 

or jackets to combat the rapidly falling temperature, 

we made our way to the start of the walk just off the 

main road to the south of the town.  Following the line 

of the old rail track we passed through bushland, rail 

cuttings and a tunnel arriving about 1.5 hrs later at the 

lookout over the Nattai Gorge with views to 

Cloudmaker in the Blue Mountains.   

 

 

 
 

 

The return trip was perhaps made a little easier by 

knowing what the track had in store.  Although it was 

fine on the day it was still damp in parts and the 

natural bush regrowth added to the interest.  Probably 

because of the time of year there was little sign of 

wildlife which was a shame, although we heard a 

number of different types of birds and passed several 

large Wombat holes. The walk is apparently classified 

as "Easy" but, particularly in view of the quite steep 

steps in places, most walkers found it a little 

challenging and one was heard to say later that it was 

"bloody 'ard" .  The final stop for picnic lunch and the 

loo at Lake Alexandra in Mittagong, seemed to be 

welcomed by all.  Well done again Margaret.   

 

 
 

“the camera … the camera !!!!  “ 

 

 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last 

Tuesday of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, 

cost is $10.00 per person    

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

We hope the weather will be warmer for our next 

Travel Tales after a month’s winter rest. 

 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, August 22
nd

 

at 7.30pm at Park Central when Malcolm will relive 

last year’s tour of Sicily. 

 

Theatre/Shows – Joyce Reilly 

 

August 
Chorus Line – Wednesday 1

st
 August 1pm Capitol 

Theatre  

South Pacific – 15 August Opera House 1pm 

The Australian Bee Gees Show Saturday, 18
th
 August 

8pm Campbelltown Catholic Club 

 

September 

Rhinestone Rex – Wednesday 12
th
 September 1pm 

Casula Powerhouse  

Mums the Word – Saturday, 29th September Picton 

Theatre Group 



October 

David Campbell – Saturday 6
th
 October, 

Campbelltown Catholic Club 8pm $56 

Legally Blonde – Wednesday 24
th
 October 1pm Lyric 

Theatre $65  

 

November 

Not the Boy Next Door Peter Allen Thursday, 29
th
 

November Casual Power House 11am $15 

The Schools Spectacular -  Saturday 24
th
 November 

2pm Sydney Entertainment Centre 

December 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang – Wednesday 5
th
 December  

Capitol Theatre 1pm 

 

2013 March/April 

War Horse Lyric Theatre Star City 

 

October 2013 

The Glenn Miller Orchestra Capitol Theatre 

 

 

CLUB’S BOOK AND DVD SWAP  
As well as taking a book, you can take home a movie 

If you have any books or DVDs (no video cassettes) 

you would like to add, please do so. 

 

All readers in the club, remember to take home a book 

and/or  DVD. 

 

 

 

For your information ….. 

 

Microsoft Upgrade  - by Jim Burke 

Microsoft has detailed the upgrade route for Windows 

8 for those buying a new computer ($14.95) and it’s 

now finally confirmed what everyone else will be 

paying when they upgrade their existing PC.   

 

Those running XP, Windows Vista, or Windows 7 will 

be able to download a Windows 8 Pro upgrade for just 

$39.99.  That’s a far cry from the company’s earlier 

upgrade prices, which as recently as Windows 7 ran 

$50 and $99 for Home Premium and Pro upgrades 

respectively, though, it also sounds like both of those 

prices will be going up when the promotion ends on 

January 31
st
 of next year.  Not surprisingly, the 

upgrade process will vary depending on the OS you’re 

currently using.   

 

Those making the jump all the way from Windows XP 

will only be able to bring their personal files with 

them, while those on Vista will be able to bring their 

personal files and Windows settings, but no 

applications.  And, if you’re wondering about Media 

Centre, it will be available as a free option once the 

upgrade is finished. 

 

.Flickr: Our photo viewing site: 

http:www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 

CALENDAR  2012 
 

Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays 

 

Aug 1 Craft with Mary 

Aug 3 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Aug 7 Card Making with Marion 

Aug 8 Lunch: Doyles Seafood Restaurant,  

Watsons Bay 12.30pm 

Aug 10 Photography with Ros 

Aug 15 Craft with Mary 

Aug 15 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Aug 17 Tour: Powerhouse Discovery Centre 

Aug 20 Book Club with Ray and Pat 

Aug 24 Gardening with Sue 

Aug 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Aug 31 Photography with Ros 

Aug 31 Cards at Harrington Park Casino 

Sep  5 Craft with Mary 

Sep  7 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Sep 12 Card Making with Marion 

Sep 12 Rhinestone, Casula Power House 

Sep 14 Photography with Ros 

Sep 17 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Sep 19 Craft with Mary 

Sep 19 Tour: Cockatoo Run 

Sep 19 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Sep 21 Gardening with Sue 

Sep 25 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Sep 26 Sydney Cricket Ground Tour 

Sep 28 Cards 

Oct 3 Craft with Mary 

Oct 5 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Oct 6 David Campbell, C’town Catholic Club 

Oct 9 Card Making with Marion 

Oct 12 Photography with Ros 

Oct 15-19  Tour: Historic Central West 

Oct 17 Craft with Mary 

Oct 17 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Oct 24 Legally Blonde, Lyric Theatre 

Oct 26 Gardening with Sue 

Oct 26 Cards 

Oct 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm  

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri 3 Aug 2012 

NEXT MEETING:    Fri  7 Sept  2012

      10.00am-12 Noon 

            


